JESSICA DICKENS

860-478-1261 | jessica@jessicadickens.com | jessicadickens.com

B.A. English, Howard University, Washington, DC | Owner & Designer, Jessica Designs | Hartford, CT | 2002 —

Present

CREATIVE PRACTICE

Creates original handmade jewelry and mixed media art spanning wire crochet, polymer clay, mixed media
painting, and collage

Operates a multi-channel creative business including jessicadickens.com, Etsy shop
(JessicaDesignsJewels), and Faire wholesale platform — managing product design, photography, pricing, and
customer experience

Commissioned by The Harriet Beecher Stowe Center for Literary Activism to create original artwork for
the Stowe Prize for four consecutive years (2023, 2024, 2025, 2026)

Author, The Lone Wolf Jewelry Designer's Guide to Business, Art, and Life

Published contributor, Belle Armoire Jewelry magazine

Featured guest, Jewelry Television's Jewel School — demonstrated wire crochet and jewelry-making
techniques to a national audience

Designs and co-facilitates original community art workshops called ArtSnacks, a joyfilled recurring series
pairing hands-on art making with food

Growing YouTube channel documenting studio practice, creative process, and artist life at
@)jessicadickens.studio

AWARDS & HONORS

First Place, Gallery 53 Fiber Art Show — wire crochet sculpture Clustered Stillness — 2025

Selected Public Art Installation, City of Hartford, CT — original artwork chosen by Hartford residents for
permanent display on a public electric utility box — 2023

Featured Artist, Connecticut Women's Art Show, benefiting Hartford Public Library — 2022

Recipient, Hartford Arts and Heritage Grant for Individual Artists, City of Hartford, CT — 2010

GALLERIES

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum Gift Shop, Hartford, CT
Spectrum Gallery, CT
Gallery 53, Meriden, CT

PRESS & PUBLICATIONS

Belle Armoire Jewelry Magazine

Black Beauty and Hair Magazine — April/May 2013
Real Austin magazine — April 2013

Black Woman Magazine — February 2010

Hype Hair Magazine — January/February 2010
"Connecticut's Own," Hartford Courant — July 2008

NOTABLE CREATIVE CREDITS

Jewelry worn by recording artist Avery Sunshine on the cover of her single "Call My Name"



SELECT EXHIBITIONS, MARKETS & EVENTS (PAST 15+ YEARS)

Includes but not limited to exhibitions, markets, festivals, and other opportunities

Africa Fashion Week, NY Harlem Book Fair, CT
Artin the Park, CT Litchfield Jazz Festival, CT — 8 yrs

Artist in Realtime Open Studio Weekend — 7 yrs New Haven Open Studios, CT — 2 yrs

Newport Folk Festival, Rl — 4 yrs
Capital Jazz Festival, MD — 2 yrs

Newport Jazz Festival, Rl — 10 yrs
Clearview Fine Arts and Crafts Festival, NY

South Mountain Int'l Jazz Fest, NJ

CT Women's Expo — 3 yrs
Connecticut Women's Art Show — 2022

Corp Kiosk Corporate Vending Program — 4 yrs
PA P ng Frog Y Gallery 53 Fiber Art Show — 2025

Freihofer's Jazz Festival, NY — 9 yrs Juried and group exhibitions — ongoing

Greater Hartford Festival of Jazz — 6 yrs

Greenway Open Market, MA — 3 yrs

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
Cetacean Society International (CSI) | West Hartford, CT | 2000 — Present

Serves as President and Board of Director of international whale and dolphin conservation organization
Attended international conferences in Morocco, Portugal and the Isle of Jersey to advocate for worldwide
protection of whales, dolphins and porpoises

e Represented CSI as NGO observer at International Whaling Commission (IWC) meetings

e Manages organization website and social media platforms

Frances Fleet | Narragansett, Rl | Summer 2021 — Summer 2025

e \olunteer naturalist aboard whale watch vessel
e Digital content creator for Facebook page

Watkinson's Dominican Republic Service Team | Hartford, CT | 2013 — 2018

e Served as Lead Chaperone and Head Pharmacist on annual international service trips
e Supported medical clinics serving an average of 700 people per week
e Coordinated all documentation for student, faculty and staff volunteers

TECHNICAL SKILLS

Microsoft Office Suite | Google Suite | Canva | Wix | MailChimp | Zoom | Blackbaud/WhippleHill LMS |
FileMaker Database

jessicadickens.com | JessicaDesignsJewels on Etsy | Faire Wholesale






